








THE COLLECTION EPISODES

1/ MONT-SAINT-MICHEL

2/ PIC DU MIDI

3/ CHATEAUX OF THE LOIRE VALLEY
4| THE ALHAMBRA

5/ BASTEI BRIDGE




EPISODE 1 - MONT-SAINT-MICHEL

SUMMARY

A religious building, then a bastion of defense, and
today a UNESCO site visited by the whole world, the
Mont Saint-Michel is a true standard of our heritage.
For 1300 years, the great history of this mythical place
has been mixed with a more confidential history,
that of the Bay’s wildlife. From the top of the Statue
of the Archangel to the sand dunes, crossing the
immense salt meadows, the Mont-Saint-Michel Bay is
a real hotspot of biodiversity punctuated by the tides.

Reckless qulls, lazy sea-calves, courageous sheep
and playful dolphins, chattering colonies of egrets
on the island of Tombelaine, whispering ballet
of starlings, short-eared owls on the schorres,
nurseries of fish and crustaceans on the foreshore,
upwelling of salmon and eels, spectacle of
orthopterans on the cliffs of Carolles-Champeaux...

The Mont-Saint-Michel Bay is a jewel case of nature,
today in danger because of the progression of the salt
meadows. Through the eyes of its feathered, furry and
scaly inhabitants, this wildlife sanctuary reveals its
fragility and undeniable richness.









THE EPISODE’S HIGHLIGHTS

In the middle of August, the sun hits hard on the heights of the Pic du Midi, which seems more than ever
to be worthy of its name. The gaze looks out over the Pyrenees and the surrounding peaks of over 3000
meters. Reminding us of the altitude, a fresh wind gently sweeps the flowers, such as the Pyrenean poppy,
only present in the mountains. The Pyrenees ridges are outlined in infinity, floating like islands on a sea of
cottony clouds. The drone skirts the forests, climbs the scree slopes and goes upstream with disconcerting
ease, like a bird. This aerial exploration of the site, thanks to the drone, allows us to observe the strange
geological formations of the massif, ridges similar to stone snakes. An altar of science and a renowned
observatory, the Pic du Midi is a real little city in itself, at an altitude of almost 3000 meters. It remains
today one of the last high altitude observatories, a window on the universe, and abounds in untamed fauna,
capable of surviving in a hostile environment, a few meters from the beaten track and cable cars.

Let’s now observe the Bearded vulture, a vulture that slowly ascends a warmer air stream, letting itself be
carried, its silver feathers quivering in the wind. In the early morning, in a breeding located on the massif, a
young Patou has just been born, this cute puppy will become a formidable guard of ewe’s flock. We discover
the life of the herd in estive. One day, this one rubs shoulders with strange neighbors, who also graze the fresh
grass of the slopes of the Peak: llamas! Thanks to the young dog Patou, we understand the cheese making
process, the importance of the bells, or how they are designed by the bellringer, its role of protection of the
herd against predators, such as the Bear, of which all speak, but which remains a ghost... In autumn, Mélanie
Nemoz and her team track down another river dweller, the Pyrenean desman, even more mysterious than
the calotriton. Halfway between a rat, a mole and a shrew, this strange, mysterious and rare animal has a real
trunk like the elephants’.As the first snows sprinkle the summits, cries shake the red slopes of the Pic. A male
Pyrenean chamois is tumbling down the meadow at full speed, and in spite of his speed, we cannot catch
him: it is not a fall but a frantic race to seduce the females.

Gilles Pottier loves to observe birds of prey but he explores the territory
in search of the Pyrenean brook salamander, in the Oncet lake, located
under the Pic, this little-known amphibian is nevertheless a symbol of
the purity of the water. Constant Perry, accompanied by Gilles Potier,
a herpetologist with a strong accent, try to make themselves invisible
so as not to frighten the animal they have come to study: Pyrenean
rock lizard, also called «snow lizard». This struggle at the top also takes
us inside the walls of the Observatory, where we meet astronomers,
physicists, and star dreamers. Among them, Miléna, a naturalist and
astrophotography enthusiast.Grégory Tucat and Nicolas Thion, two
hunters, do not only kill game, but also watch over populations of
Pyrenean chamois. Today, they settle down on a «lek», the place where
the capercaillie Lives.






THE EPISODE’S HIGHLIGHTS

Historically, the abundance of deer in the region certainly determined the choice of Francis | to establish a royal residence for hunting: the Chateau de Chambord. Stags were
once considered royal emblems and can still be found today symbolized in the stones of the castle, on tapestries or on silverware. Imagine, two red deer, confront each other
in a clearing, their antlers clash, in the middle of a rut, this animal is a fierce fighter, who does not hesitate to multiply the jousts in order to impress the herd of hinds. Alongside
the stag, king of the forests, the more discreet Salamander also occupies a special place in the medieval bestiary. This mysterious animal, to which magical powers were once







THE EPISODE’S HIGHLIGHTS

Under a blazing sun, a light breeze raises sand on a path. It
is dry, the vegetation is short: we are in Andalusia, crushed
by the heat and the incessant melody of the insects. The
flight of a common kestrel catches our eye: in the sky, the
animal hovers in a strange posture, called «holy spirit flight,
which allows it to spot its prey in order to swoop down on
them with implacable precision. In a water of a rare purity
on which floats flowers of water lilies, six species have found
refuge, including the common toad. These toads immerse
us in a life of stupor: half in the air, half in the water. They
are particularly fond of certain corners of the Palace, such as
the interior of the Acequia del Tercio, a bypass of the Acequia
Real. While the gecko is an amazing little reptile, a fascinating
character, able to regenerate itself, but also a genius of
camouflage and climbing... Thanks to its five rounded fingers
with transverse adhesive lamellae on the lower side, the
gecko can literally stick itself without any difficulty on rocky
scree, trunks, walls..., and all smooth surfaces, even vertical
ones. Discreet, but not cowardly, the gecko is a formidable
opponent for anyone who dares to challenge its territory.
The males confront each other vertically, using all their
talents to outwit the enemy. A sequence that only a careful
slow motion will be able to honor! At night time, when they
post themselves in ambush not far from the sources of light
which blindly attract the insects, the geckos are also terrible
hunters. Accompanied by owls and nightjars, these fearsome
predators tint the poetic Spanish night and its flamenco
atmosphere with a completely different red. Mirage or
reality? A group of European bee-eaters is doing its thing
on the parched hills. In the heart of the canyons and ravines,
these birds have found refuge. And they are not the only ones
here, a couple of hoopoes are also taking advantage of the
abundance of food in the area. In the arid bushes, the birds
find a manna of insects able to support the 50 degrees which
overwhelm them. Some have developed clever techniques,
like some beetles that bury themselves in the hot sand when
the sun is at its peak. Other species like the yellow scorpion
are insensitive to heat. Each one has its own strength and
strategy to survive in this hostile environment...

Paulino Vazquez is a falconer and manages a somewhat crazy project: to
fight pigeons to prevent damage generated on the stones and gardens of the
site... His activity, recognized by UNESCO as Intangible Cultural Heritage. On
the other hand, the Betic midwife toad, a species endemic to southeastern
Andalusia, has been reintroduced to the Alhambra, where it is the subject
of scientific monitoring, led by Juan Ramon Fernandez Cardenete, who
conducts surveys, measures a few individuals, and counts the nesting sites.
In the end, the historian Juan Antonio Vilar, will explain to us the marvels
of ingenuity that have been implemented over the ages in the Alhambra
Palace to tame the water so precious here, thanks to his great knowledge
of the place and his many anecdotes of the field. Wile, few steps away from
the Mexican village settings of spaghetti westerns, a man crosses an olive
grove in the Tabernas desert. Rafael Alfonso, checks the state of his olives.
His Asturian horses help him in his maintenance of the olive grove. The man
tells the story of his family’s business and how, with a little resourcefulness
and respect for the harsh environment, he won a prize at the International
Olive Oil Competition in New York.

A small trickle of water is heard, and we
discover, nestled on a wooded hill, the
magnificent Alhambra, built nearly 800 years
ago by the Nasrid dynasty. In the distance, the
«Snowy Mountain Range», Sierra Nevada,
rises up. Thanks to the construction of canals
fromtheDarroRiverthatrunsalongtheslopes
of the Sierra Nevada, the site is intelligently
irrigated. Water is a preponderant element
of Arab culture, the architectural history
of the Alhambra is inseparable from its
role as an oasis, for humans ... But also for
animals! The history of the Royal Acequia of
the Alhambra, which for centuries was not
only the hydraulic backbone of the Nasrid
enclosure, but of a large part of Granada.
The common kestrel takes us on a journey
from the slopes of the Sierra Nevada to the
Tabernas Desert. The contrast is striking. On
one side, the snowy winter of the summits,
on the other side, desolation and burnt
earth. In the heart of the mountains, we
fly over lakes and mountains, thanks to the
agile movements of the FPV drone that
takes us over kilometers of ridges in a few
seconds... Until we reach a disconcerting
and unexpected scenery. To the east of the
Sierra Nevada, as if deprived by this climatic
barrier that clings to the clouds, unfolds an
impressive desert, the most arid in Europe.
Harrowing sun, heat haze, shadows at the
zenith: we are in the heart of a Sergio Leone
film. A land of contrasts where Spanish and
Arab culture have merged, the Alhambra, an
oasis of rich and mysterious biodiversity, has
preserved its wild secrets over the centuries,
from the canals to the towers of the fortress,
through the gardens.



EPISODE 5 - THE BASTEI BRIDGE

SUMMARY

There is aregion nestled on the border of the Czech Republic whose landscapes are as grandiose as they are mysterious:
Saxon Switzerland. In this mineral setting, a true «German Grand Canyon», where imposing sandstone cliffs rise up,
is perched a witness to the history of the region: the Bastei Bridge, one of the most popular tourist destinations in the
country.The Bastei Bridge and the Elbe Sandstone Massif are not only cultural heritages, they are also natural heritages,
havens of peace for numerous species that hibernate, nest, hunt, and shelter from formidable predators.
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