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SINCE OCTOBER 7, 2023, THE INTERNATIONAL PRESS HAS BEEN DENIED FREE ACCESS

TO THE GAZA STRIP. ON THE GROUND, REPORTERS FROM AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE'S

GAZA CITY BUREAU HAVE BEEN AMONG THE ONLY ONES ABLE TO DOCUMENT THIS

WAR.

WITH EXCLUSIVE FOOTAGE, INSIDE GAZA TELLS THE STORY OF THE EXTREME

DIFFICULTY OF REPORTING, UNDER FIRE AND PROPAGANDA FROM ALL SIDES, WHILE

ORGANIZING THEIR OWN SURVIVAL AS WELL AS THAT OF RELATIVES AND FRIENDS.



TEASER

This documentary, launched in December 2023, was an unusual experience for

us: we had to build a STORY BASED ON the images and personal videos shot by

colleagues in Gaza, who carried alone the burden of documenting the war. The

topic is sensitive, given the POLARISATION AROUND the Israeli-Palestinian

conflict. This film does not pretend to explore its roots. It tells the essential

story of what happened in Gaza, with those very few courageous witnesses.

Protecting press freedom is our duty. In these times, when fake news IS

everywhere and JOURNALISM under attack, we feel it is essential to remember,

through the STORIES of Mai YAGHI, Adel ZAANOUN, Mahmud HAMS and Mohammed

ABED, that press freedom is precious, it's a fragile pillar of our democracies,

and that reporters risk their lives to ensure public access to free, verified

information.

hélène Lam Trong
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HTTPS://F.IO/M4PRINRY

https://f.io/fjSX5Gbz
https://f.io/M4prinRY
https://f.io/M4prinRY


"AS A JOURNALIST, I WANTED TO STAY. I WAS AWARE OF MY DUTY. THE JOB HAD TO BE

DONE. I COULDN'T LEAVE AT THAT POINT."                                                                        

                                                                         -MAI YAGHI

"BEING A WAR REPORTER AMID YOUR REGION, YOUR COUNTRY, YOUR NEIGHBOURS, YOUR

FAMILY AND YOUR PEOPLE, IT'S COMPLETELY DIFFERENT FROM WHEN YOU COVER OTHER

CONFLICTS. HERE YOU FEAR FOR YOUR OWN CHILDREN AND YOUR OWN FAMILY."

                                                                                 -MOHAMMED ABED

"WHEN YOU DECIDE TO BECOME A JOURNALIST, YOU KNOW IT'S A DIFFICULT JOB. BUT TO

BE A JOURNALIST IN GAZA IS TO BE IN THE HEART OF HELL."                                                                                            

                                                                          -ADEL ZAANOUN

"IN A CONFLICT, NO BELLIGERENT LIKES THE PRESENCE OF JOURNALISTS. BECAUSE THEY

DENOUNCE THEIR CRIMES. WHOEVER TARGETS JOURNALISTS IS DOING SO INTENTIONALLY

IN ORDER TO HIDE THE TRUTH FROM THE WORLD."

                                                                    -MAHMUD HAMS
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Mai Yaghi

Mai joined AFP in Gaza in 2008 as a text

journalist. Before october 7, thanks to her

Swedish nationality, she was the only one of

AFP's Gazan journalists to benefit from a

permanent permit to travel back and forth

between the Jerusalem and Gaza offices. during

the war, she worked on fact-checking figures

from the hamas health ministry, visiting

morgues and meeting bombing victims' families.

Her son Jad, 11, was able to leave Gaza, but Mai

WAS DENIED authoriSation to accompany him.  She

was finally able to leave 3 months later, after

losing almost 50 family members and close

friends. Her apartment, for which she had just

finished paying the mortgage, was destroyed by

a targeted strike. Mai now lives in London with

her husband and their two children.
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 PROTAGONISTS

Mohammed Abed

At 55, he is the office's veteran. internationally

recogniSed, World Press Award winner in 2010,

seriously wounded in 2018, Mohammed has

covered the wars in Gaza, the Arab revolutions

in Tunisia, Egypt and Libya, and the war in Sudan

as a photojournalist... But he had never

experienced anything like the Israeli response to

the attacks of October 7, 2023. When he

accompanied his wife and youngest children to

the Rafah border in November 2023, he thought

he would never see them again. After leaving

Gaza in May 2024, Mohammed was relocated to

Cairo, Egypt, and continues to work as a

coordinator for AFP's freelancers in Gaza. His

eldest son Anas is a reporter for the American

public radio station NPR and remains in gaza..



Mahmud Hams

Mahmud joined AFP in 2003 and is the Gaza office's

most famous member, awarded with numerous

international prizes. In 2024, he won the Visa d'Or

and the Bayeux First Prize for war

correspondents. He has covered many events

outside Gaza, from the Arab revolutions to the

2022 FIFA World Cup. Evacuated from Gaza in

February 2024 with his wife and their four

children, he now covers the news for afp from

the Doha office in Qatar, switching between

sports competitions, particularly motor racing,

and reports on the life of the Palestinian

community in exile. Like all the other members of

the team, he lost dozens of relatives and all his

possessions in the war that destroyed Gaza.
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Adel Zaanoun

Adel is AFP's longest SERVING member in Gaza,

which he joined in 1994 at the age of 19. In the

last few years, he has taken on the position of

the bureau's chief correspondent. His wife Ola is

also a journalist, and is the ReporterS WITHOUT

BORDERS correspondent in Gaza. Together, they

have 5 children. Adel has organiSed and

provided coverage in extreme conditions, while

guiding his colleagues and their families

through constant chaos, death and

displacement. Adel, his wife and children were

able to leave the Gaza Strip in 2024. Adel is now

based in Cyprus’ Afp office from where he

continues to contribute to the coverage of the

war. He is also working alongside Ola to help

RSF document complaints to the International

Criminal Court (ICC) over the deaths of several

of their colleagues, killed by the Israeli army.
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Hélène LAM TRONG / director
HÉLÈNE HAS been a journalist for 20 years, and began her

career at Radio France before starting to direct and write

documentary films in 2015. She was awarded the Albert

Londres Prize in 2023 for “THE GHOST CHILDREN OF ISIS”.

Yann OLLIVIER / PRODUCER
journalist and former AFP correspondent in Berlin, Brussels,

Paris and Strasbourg, Yann ollivier founded the FACTSTORY

DOCS documentary unit in 2021. FACTSTORY FRANCE and its

subsidiary FACTSTORY BELGIQUE are 100% owned by Agence

France-Presse. The purpose of this documentary unit is to

combine journalistic integrity with high-quality storytelling.

The agency's worldwide network of 151 locations offers

privileged access to many parts of the world that are

difficult for other media to reach.
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THE TEAM
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FILM WEBSITE:

RESOURCES

www.insidegaza-film.org

PRESS PICTURES:

https://we.tl/t-IRbzP4EUB2

http://www.insidegaza-film.org/
https://we.tl/t-IRbzP4EUB2
https://we.tl/t-IRbzP4EUB2
https://we.tl/t-IRbzP4EUB2
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documentaRY FILM: INSIDE GAZA

Duration: 72 min - 52 min

YEAR: 2025

DIRECTOR: HÉLÈNE LAM TRONG 

exEcutiVE ProducER: YANN OLLIVIER

Co-production: France / BelgiuM

FACTSTORY DOCS - ARTE France - RTBF-DOCUMENTARIES

with the participation of AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE (AFP), RTS et in partnership with  

REPORTERS without borders

EDITING: NICOLAS BIER - CÉCIL CAHEN

original MusiC: THIBAULT COHADE

HEAD OF production: claire millière

with the support of CENTRE NATIONAL DU CINÉMA ET DE L’IMAGE ANIMÉE; CENTRE DU CINÉMA

ET DE L'AUDIOVISUEL DE LA FÉDÉRATION WALLONIE-BRUXELLES; and with the support

provided by BELGIAN LEGISLATION RELATING TO TAX SHELTER; with the support of PROCIREP

- SOCIÉTÉ DES PRODUCTEURS and ANGOA; WITH THE SUPPORT OF PROARTI DOTATION FUNDS;  IN

PARtNERSHIP WITH FLEUR FORTUNÉ

International Distribution: ARTE DISTRIBUTION

Gaza FOOTAGE

Belal Alsabbagh/AFP, Yahya Hassouna/AFP, Yousef Hassouna/AFP, Mahmud Hams/AFP 

Belgique, Chypre, France, Qatar, Royaume-Uni FOOTAGE

Bernard Jallet, Nicolas Loir 

Israël FOOTAGE

Nicolas Garcia/AFP , Nir Kafri/AFP , Daphné Lemelin/AFP 

AFP PhotoS

Mohammed Abed, Mahmud Hams, Said Khatib, Bashar Taleb, Eyad Baba, Omar Al-Qattaa,

Yuri Cortez, Menahem Kahana, Ahmad Gharabli, Jack Guez, Oren Ziv

TECHNICAL SHEET
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CONTACTS

Julia Hammett-Jamart

contact@catalystfilms.org

https://distribution.arte.tv/home

INTERNATIONAL SALES

IMPACT 

Yann Ollivier

docus@factstory.agency

PRODUCTION 
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PRESS RELATIONS 

GAËLLE JOB 

+33 7 61 18 70 41

gaelle.job@agenceavanti.com

https://www.catalystfilms.org/
https://distribution.arte.tv/home
http://www.factstory.agency/documentaries
https://distribution.arte.tv/home


IMPACT PITCH AWARD 
2025BEST GLOBAL ISSUES PITCH

& SPECIAL PRIZE AJB DOC
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